
Application Spotlight:  
Family and Household Composition Section 

Note: This was produced & disseminated at U.S. taxpayer 
expense. This is merely a summary of law and policy, does not 
create any legal rights or obligations, and applicable legal 
requirements are fully stated in the relevant statutes and 
regulations. 



Agenda 

1) Discuss Family & Household Section 
2) Discuss Multi-Tax Household Situations 
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Family and Household Composition 
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Important Notice 



5 

Family and Household Composition Questions 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Knowledge Check 

How long does an applicant have to report 
changes, such as marital status, household 
income and family size to the Marketplace? 

A. 1 day 
B. 30 days 
C. 60 days  
D. They never have to report the changes 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Family and Household Composition Questions 
(Continued) 
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Tax Households and the Marketplace 
• Tax Households and the Marketplace 

1. To calculate eligibility for APTC/CSRs, the Marketplace asks for each 
applicant’s tax filing status and who will be on their 2018 tax return. 

2. Individuals who appear together on the same tax return are in the same tax 
household. 

• Tax household = Tax filer + spouse (joint tax filer) + tax dependents  
– Include: Dependents who file their own tax returns (Example: Young 

adult children) 
– Include: Spouse and dependents, even if they aren’t applying for health 

coverage on this application   
• Due to FFM operational limitations, only members of a single tax 

household can be included as applicants on a single application, if the 
applicants are applying for help paying for coverage 
– Other members of the household who are part of a separate tax 

household should still be listed on the application as non-applicants, so 
they are counted in the applicants’ family size and their income is 
correctly included in household income. 

– Financial assistance applicants in different tax households can select the 
same Marketplace plan, but they will be issued different policies and will 
have separate premium payments and deductibles. 
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Households for Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility  

• The household rules for Medicaid and CHIP eligibility are 
a little bit different.  

o For example, consumers who do not file tax returns and are 
not claimed as tax dependents can still submit applications 
and be found eligible for Medicaid or CHIP, even though 
they do not have a tax household.   

o Another example of a difference is that sometimes people on 
separate tax returns have to be added to the application 
because for Medicaid and CHIP eligibility they are counted 
in the household. For example, if a child lives with one or 
both parents, the application will always collect information 
about the child’s parents, even if they don’t claim the child as 
a tax dependent, and even if they are not seeking coverage 
for themselves.  
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Tax Households and the Marketplace 

• Applicants who file their own tax returns must apply for
Marketplace coverage with financial assistance separately if
neither claims the other as a dependent.

– Example: Domestic partners

• These applicants aren’t part of the same tax household.

• A current system limitation prevents family members in
different tax households from enrolling in a plan together.

– This limitation affects applicants who are eligible for financial
assistance to help pay for Marketplace coverage (APTC/CSRs).

• To learn more about who is part of the same household, visit:

– https://www.healthcare.gov/income-and-household-
information/household-size/

https://www.healthcare.gov/income-and-household-information/household-size/
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Determining a Multi-tax Household 
• Confirm that the applicant is applying for help paying for coverage. 

• Identify the people in the household and their plans for filing taxes for 2018. 
– Do you plan on filing a federal income tax return for 2018?  
– If married, do you plan to file jointly with your spouse? 
– Will you claim any dependents? 
– Does anyone in your household file taxes separately, who you do not claim as a 

dependent? 

• Remember that tax households (i.e., tax filer(s) and tax dependents) should all be on 
one application together. 

– If an applicant is claimed (or could be claimed) on someone else’s tax return as a 
dependent, then they need to be on the application with their claiming tax filer. Tax 
dependents are not eligible for Premium Tax Credits on their own, even if they file 
their own taxes. 

• IMPORTANT REMINDER: Applicants must agree to   file federal income taxes in 
order to qualify for APTC for themselves or members of their tax household. If married, 
they also must file a tax return jointly with their spouse (unless a victim of domestic 
abuse or spousal abandonment). Applicants who receive APTC but fail to file a tax 
return and reconcile APTC paid for them are not eligible to receive APTC in future 
years.   This issue is addressed in a separate presentation. 
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Completing Separate Applications 

• Submit one application per tax household. 
– Need separate user accounts for each application  

• For each tax household, list members of the 
tax household as applicants on only ONE 
application. 
– List the other household members as non-

applicants on the application 

• Members of each application will be on their 
own policy, but can still select the same plan, if 
they choose to. 
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Key Points to Remember 

• Identify how a household plans to file taxes. 
• If the household plans to file more than one 

tax return, call the Marketplace Call Center 
for help OR submit separate applications for 
each. 
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).

Helpful Resources 

• Who To Include In Your Household:
https://www.healthcare.gov/income-and-
household-information/household-size/

• Health Coverage for Immigrants:
https://www.healthcare.gov/immigrants/

• Fact sheet with more information about the
new question for applicants denied Medicaid
and CHIP eligibility because of their
immigration status can be found here:
(https://marketplace.cms.gov/technical-
assistance-resources/question-for-
applications-denied-medicaid.pdf

https://www.healthcare.gov/income-and-household-information/household-size/
https://www.healthcare.gov/immigrants/
https://marketplace.cms.gov/technical-assistance-resources/question-for-applications-denied-medicaid.pdf
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